
JOURNEY GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
GOD IN A BOX—PART 4 

“Heartless God!” 

Icebreaker: Have you ever asked, or had someone ask you: “Why does God let bad things 
happen?” If so, how did the conversation go? If not, how would you respond? 

What stood out to you from the message on Sunday? 

Which one of the 4 messages did you identify with the most: On-Demand God—Killjoy God—
Goosebumps God—or Heartless God? Explain your answer. 

1) Read I Peter 1:6-7. 
What do these verses tell us about our trials & difficulties & pain? How does it make you feel? 

Have you ever asked God: “How could you let this happen?” Or “Why is this happening?” 
What led to that question? 

Respond to the following statement: God doesn’t always cause the pain, but He’ll use your 
pain, because He has a purpose in it! 

If you were God, what are some reasons you wouldn’t stop all pain? Or, would you? Explain. 



When someone is in the middle of a difficulty or great pain, what could you say to them? 

2) Read II Corinthians 12:9-10. 
Make these verses personal like Paul did—how has God’s grace been sufficient for you—how 
has He helped you through a difficult time or pain in your life?  

Fill in the blank: I delight in _____________________________ because it’s drawn me closer 
to God & taught me to depend on Him! 

Have you ever been through a trial or difficult time, and you look back now and see how God 
helped you & was with you & was faithful to you—and you can use that experience to help 
someone else? Talk about it. 

Additional Scripture: Psalm 34:18; Psalm 46:1; Psalm 103:10-12; Psalm 141:1; II 
Corinthians 1:3-6 

Are you in the middle of something painful right now? How can the group pray for you? 

Close in prayer. 

Invite someone to next week’s meeting!


